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FALL HOME 
MAINTENANCE 

CHECKLIST

CRE Fall Home Maintenance

  SCHEDULE CHIMNEY CLEANING, 
GATHER WOOD

  It’s important to have your chimney inspected each 
year. Creosote can build-up in chimneys, posing 
a fire hazard. This is also a great time to gather 
firewood for the coming winter.

  CLEAN DRYER VENTS
  When lint builds up in your dryer vents, not only 

can it make your dryer work less efficiently, but 
it can also be a fire hazard. Increased static 
electricity in cold weather can spark built-up lint.

  TEST SMOKE DETECTORS AND 
CARBON MONOXIDE DETECTORS

  It’s a good idea to test and replace batteries in 
smoke and carbon monoxide detectors twice a 
year, and it only takes a few minutes. This is also a 
great time to check the expiration date on your fire 
extinguishers, and replace if necessary.

  CONDUCT ENERGY AUDIT
  Replace weather-stripping or caulking as needed. 

After time, the caulking around windows and doors 
can wear away. You can prevent future damage 
from rot caused by rain and snow and also keep 
out the cold air. Don’t forget the weather-stripping 
on your garage door!

  CLEAN GUTTERS AND DOWNSPOUTS
  Gutters can quickly fill up with leaves when they 

start to drop from the trees. You’ll want to be 
sure to clear out your gutters so the water can 
run freely. Also, when temperatures drop below 
freezing, you won’t want any water in the gutters to 
freeze because it can damage the gutters.

  CHECK ROOF
  Check roof for missing or damaged shingles.

  SEAL GAPS WHERE PESTS  
COULD ENTER

   When the cold weather arrives, small critters will 
be looking for warm places. Fill small holes and 
cover larger gaps to prevent mice and other pests 
from taking residence in your home.

  CHANGE FURNACE FILTER
  Be sure to do this before you turn on the heat this 

fall/winter. Not only can replacing your air filter 
improve the air quality in your home, but it helps 
increase the life and efficiency of your furnace.

  REMOVE HOSES AND COVER 
OUTDOOR SPIGOTS

  This simple task that can prevent the big problem 
of cracked pipes and water damage. Don’t forget 
to drain your hoses and store them indoors.

  CLEAN GRILL AND PATIO FURNITURE
  To increase the life of your outdoor appliances and 

furniture, be sure to clean, cover, and store in a 
protected area.

  PLANT BULBS FOR SPRING
  Now is the time to plant those spring-blooming 

bulbs, such as tulips, daffodils and hyacinths. You’ll 
want to plant them while the soil is still warm, 
but not too early that it causes plant growth. A 
little time spent in the garden now will result in a 
colorful yard for you to enjoy come spring.
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