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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS ABOUT BEND, OREGON
Q: What is Bend’s Elevation?
A: Bend is located at 3,623’/1104m above sea level

Q: What is the population of Bend Oregon?
A: Over 82,000 within Bend city limits.

Q: How did Bend get its name?
A: Until the winter of 1824, this area was known only to native Americans who hunted and fished here. Members of 
a fur trapping party led by Peter Skene Ogden were the earliest white men to visit. John Fremont and other army 
survey parties came next. Then the pioneers heading further west came through and forded the Deschutes River 
at “Farewell Bend.” A small community developed around the bend in the river and in 1905 a city was incorporated 
with approximately 300 citizens. 

Q: Where is the closest airport?
A: Roberts Field (RDM) is located in Redmond, which is 15 miles/25km north of Bend. It is serviced by Horizon 
(Alaska Airlines), United Express (United Airlines), and Skywest (Delta Airlines). There are direct flights from Port-
land, Seattle, San Francisco, Denver, and Salt Lake City. There are two private plane airports as well, the Bend 
Municpal Airport and the Sunriver Resort Airport. 

Q: How far is Bend from...?
A: Bend is located in the geographic center of Oregon, and is accessible by plane or car. We’ve broken down the 
distances to some of the more popular locales below:
Portland:160 Miles
Crater Lake National Park: 89.5 Miles
Mt. Bachelor: 22.2 Miles
Sunriver: 17 Miles
Smith Rock State Park: 26 Miles                       

Q: What are the road conditions like in the winter?
A: Road conditions vary due to snowfall. For an updated report, please call Oregon Department of Transportation 
(ODOT) at 503-588-2941 or 511 or visit Trip Check for the latest road conditions.

Q: What will the weather be like when I visit?
A: Experiencing Bend’s weather is one of the best parts of visiting Bend. With abundant sunshine and a dry, 
high-desert climate, Bend has nearly ideal weather. Moderate days and cool nights characterize Bend’s year-round 
climate. Because of high altitude and clear air, nighttime temperatures average 30F to 40F below daytime highs.  
Evenings are generally cool, even in the summer, requiring sweaters or jackets. Annual temperature extremes show 
that only one year out of five has a temperature colder than   -17F or warmer than 100F.  Frost can occur during 
any summer month.

Q: When does Mt. Bachelor open for snowboarding and skiing, or for summer activities?
A: Usually the mountain opens for winter activities Thanksgiving weekend and is open until mid-May, depending on 
snow levels.

Mt. Bachelor opens for summer activities around July 4. These include chairlift rides, sunset dinners, disc golfing, 
and lift-served mountain biking. For information and ski conditions, visit Mt. Bachelor’s website.



The Ladd Group  |  541.633.4569  |  www.bendpropertysource.com

Q: How far is Mt. Bachelor from Bend?
A: Mt. Bachelor is approximately 22 miles/32km south west of Bend. It takes about 25 minutes to drive there, de-
pending on road conditions. For updated ski and road conditions, visit Mt. Bachelor’s ski resort website

Q: Where can I snowshoe, nordic ski or snowmobile in Bend?
A: The Deschutes National Forest, which surrounds Bend, offers one of the most extensive trail systems for snow-
mobiling, nordic skiing and snowshoeing. Please remember that for all Sno-Parks, you’ll need a valid Sno-Park 
permit. You are not required to have a Sno-Park permit if parking at Mt. Bachelor.

Q: What kind of passes or permits do I need to play outside in Bend?
A: Some places, like Smith Rock State Park or Tumalo State Park, require an Oregon State Parks Pass. Other 
recreation areas and popular hiking trails on National Forests require a Northwest Forest Pass. To find out what 
recreation sites require a pass, click here. The Oregon State Parks Annual and Day Pass, and the Annual Northwest 
Forest Pass & National Forest Day Pass may be purchased at the Bend Visitor Center. 

During the winter months between November 30 and April 1, you’ll need a Sno-Park permit to play at any of the 
many designated Sno-Parks in the mountains. Sno-Park passes can also be purchased at the Bend Visitor Center. 
Visit the DMV’s page on Sno-Parks.

Q: I love Bend so much, I want to move here. What are my next steps?
A: Moving can be difficult, The Ladd Group is here to help you move exploration to move in. 
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